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Delving into the D'Nealian Handwriting 1999 Student Edition
Consumable Grade 2: A Retrospective

The year is 1999. Funky music dominates the airwaves, the internet is exploding, and in classrooms across
the nation, second-graders are seizing the fundamentals of handwriting with the D'Nealian Handwriting 1999
Student Edition Consumable Grade 2. This seemingly simple workbook represents a pivotal moment in the
evolution of handwriting instruction, reflecting both the enduring legacy of D'Nealian and the shifting
educational landscape of the time. This article will investigate this specific edition, its attributes, its effect on
a generation of learners, and its significance even today.

The D'Nealian method, designed by Donald Neal, distinguishes itself from traditional cursive styles through
its focus on simplified letterforms. These forms are fashioned to be more easily learned and scripted,
particularly by young learners. The 1999 Grade 2 edition develops upon this foundation, providing a
structured sequence of exercises designed to perfect both letter formation and writing fluency.

The workbook’s organization is systematic, moving from the essential strokes to complete alphabet practice,
then incorporating words and eventually short sentences. Each section generally includes a blend of tracing
exercises, copying exercises, and independent writing opportunities. The clear visual guides, coupled with
adequate space for practice, intended to lessen frustration and maximize student success.

One significant aspect of this particular edition is its consumable nature. Unlike lasting workbooks, the
D'Nealian 1999 Grade 2 edition was intended to be filled in directly. This approach might seem obsolete by
today’s standards, where digital resources are increasingly prevalent, but it gave a unique sensory learning
experience. The feel of the pencil on the paper, the physical act of writing, was considered a vital component
of the learning process. This direct interaction with the text could be maintained to enhance retention.

Beyond the technical aspects of the workbook, the 1999 edition reflects the broader educational context of its
time. It embodies a belief in the significance of handwriting instruction, a sentiment that has since been
questioned in the age of digital communication. However, the skills cultivated through the use of this
workbook – fine motor control, spatial reasoning, and the capacity to clearly express oneself in writing –
remain highly valued.

The D'Nealian method, as exemplified in this specific edition, stressed a graceful style of handwriting. The
rounded letterforms were intended to promote legibility and speed. This attention on readability is a crucial
aspect of effective communication. While the emphasis on cursive has decreased in many educational
settings, the foundational skills learned through the D'Nealian method, such as proper letter formation and
consistent spacing, remain transferable to various writing styles, including print and cursive.

Implementing the D'Nealian 1999 Grade 2 workbook necessitates a organized approach. Teachers should
explain the method clearly, offering adequate opportunities for practice. Regular feedback and support are
crucial for student success. Additionally, relating handwriting practice to other subjects can enhance student
engagement and strengthen the skills learned. For instance, using the workbook to document observations
during science experiments or create narratives in language arts can be both successful and interesting.

In closing, the D'Nealian Handwriting 1999 Student Edition Consumable Grade 2, while a product of its
time, provides a valuable understanding into the history of handwriting instruction and the enduring



significance of developing strong foundational handwriting skills. Its organized approach and emphasis on
clear letter formation continue to possess relevance even in today's digital age. The kinesthetic learning
experience it provided also emphasizes the value of hands-on learning.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Is the D’Nealian 1999 Grade 2 workbook still available? No, this specific edition is likely out of print
and difficult to find new. However, similar D'Nealian workbooks for Grade 2 might be available from used
booksellers or educational resource sites.

2. What are the main differences between D'Nealian and other handwriting methods? D'Nealian is
characterized by its simplified, more easily learned letterforms, compared to traditional cursive or other print
methods. It emphasizes legibility and fluency.

3. Is the D'Nealian method still relevant today? While the focus on cursive has lessened, the foundational
skills taught by D'Nealian, like proper letter formation and spatial reasoning, remain valuable for all types of
writing.

4. Can this workbook be used effectively with students who have learning differences? With appropriate
modifications and support from an educator, the workbook can be adapted to accommodate diverse learning
needs.

5. What materials are needed to use this workbook effectively? The primary materials needed are the
workbook itself, pencils, and possibly a pencil grip for younger or less developed fine motor skills.
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