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October Daye, the captivating half-human, half-fae protagonist of Seanan McGuire's urban fantasy series,
returns in *Once Broken Faith*, the tenth installment of this beloved series. This novel isn't simply another
expedition in the life of Toby Daye; it's a pivotal turning point, a re-evaluation of everything that came
before, and a courageous leap forward into unexplored territory.

The book's storyline picks up after the events of *A Local Habitation*, leaving Toby struggling with the
aftermath of momentous losses and unsettling revelations. The mood is immediately tangible, a dense fog of
grief and uncertainty hanging over all the action. McGuire doesn't avoid exploring Toby's emotional distress;
instead, she uses it as a impetus for character development and narrative progression.

One of the strengths of *Once Broken Faith* is its complex portrayal of sorrow and rehabilitation. Toby's
path isn't a linear one; it's fraught with setbacks and moments of doubt. But McGuire skillfully depicts her
struggle, allowing the reader to sympathize with her vulnerability without diminishing her resilience. The
novel is a testament to the might of human (and fae) resilience, demonstrating how even in the face of
inconceivable loss, the will to persevere can triumph.

The puzzle at the heart of the novel is cleverly woven, unfolding gradually as Toby probes the unusual
occurrences that are plaguing the fae courts. The anticipation is masterfully maintained, with McGuire
employing a series of false leads to keep the reader guessing. The outcome is both rewarding and surprising,
leaving the reader with a sense of finality while also opening up exciting possibilities for the future.

Beyond the main narrative, *Once Broken Faith* further develops the rich world of the October Daye series.
We see old friends, both human and fae, returning, their own stories progressing alongside Toby's. McGuire's
writing method is as compelling as ever, combining humor, suspense and genuine feeling with seamless skill.
Her style is both refined and approachable, making the complex elements of fae civilization and magic easy
to grasp.

The moral theme of *Once Broken Faith* is one of hope in the face of adversity. It's a story about the value
of companionship, the resilience found in affection, and the power of reconciliation. While the novel explores
grim themes, it ultimately offers a theme of faith and resilience, reminding us that even in the darkest of
times, there is always a spark to be found.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q1: Is *Once Broken Faith* a standalone novel?

A1: No, *Once Broken Faith* is the tenth book in the October Daye series. While it can be enjoyed to a
certain extent independently, understanding the previous books will greatly enhance the reading experience.

Q2: What is the main conflict in *Once Broken Faith*?

A2: The main conflict revolves around Toby grappling with past traumas and a new mystery involving
disturbances within the fae courts, challenging her relationships and testing her limits.

Q3: What makes *Once Broken Faith* different from previous books in the series?

A3: *Once Broken Faith* focuses heavily on emotional character development and delves deeper into Toby's
personal struggles, marking a significant turning point in her arc.



Q4: Is this a good starting point for new readers?

A4: No. While the book is well-written and engaging, it builds upon the established relationships and events
from the previous nine books. It's highly recommended to start from the first book, *Rosemary and Rue*.
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