
Hewlett Packard 33120a Manual

Decoding the Hewlett Packard 33120A Manual: A Deep Dive into
Precision Function Generation

The Hewlett-Packard 33120A Function Generator is a renowned piece of test gear that has endured as a
staple in many laboratories for a long time. Understanding its capabilities, however, requires more than just a
superficial examination at its complex front panel. This article serves as a comprehensive guide, delving into
the nuances of the Hewlett Packard 33120A manual and revealing its hidden potential. We'll analyze its key
attributes, provide practical operating procedures, and offer expert advice for optimizing your procedure.

The manual itself is a source of information, but its technical language can be challenging for the uninitiated.
We aim to clarify this specialized language into plain English, making the resources of the 33120A
accessible to a wider audience.

Understanding the Core Functions:

The 33120A is primarily a function generator, meaning it can produce various outputs, including sine,
square, triangle, and pulse. The manual describes how to adjust the amplitude, frequency, and shift of these
waveforms with precision. Think of it as a highly precise musical instrument for electronics, capable of
playing a wide range of notes with exceptional clarity.

The amplitude control allows you to modify the intensity of the output signal, ranging from volts to several
volts. The frequency setting, often expressed in Hz (Hertz), determines the frequency at which the waveform
cycles. This allows you to simulate a wide range of electrical phenomena for testing and creation purposes.
The offset control allows you to shift the waveform's zero point, enabling the generation of signals with both
positive and negative components.

Advanced Features and their Applications:

The Hewlett Packard 33120A manual also highlights more complex features. For example, the burst mode
allows the generation of short, controlled sequences of the chosen waveform. This is incredibly useful in
testing the behavior of circuits to rapid changes in input. Similarly, the frequency sweeping enables the
automatic variation of the output frequency over a specified range. This is vital for characterizing the
frequency characteristics of components.

The modulation capabilities of the 33120A are equally impressive. The manual outlines how to vary the
output signal using amplitude modulation (AM) or frequency modulation (FM), allowing for the creation of
complex waveforms that are necessary in numerous uses. These advanced capabilities make the 33120A
critical for applications ranging from educational experiments to manufacturing processes.

Practical Tips and Best Practices:

To enhance the performance and longevity of your 33120A, the following tips, gleaned from the manual and
years of experience, are essential:

Always ensure proper grounding to minimize interference in your output signal.
Regularly calibrate the 33120A using a suitable reference to maintain exactness.
Handle the instrument with care to prevent damage.
Learn the different output load settings to adapt your specific application.



Conclusion:

The Hewlett Packard 33120A manual, although seemingly complex, exposes the capabilities of this flexible
instrument. By understanding its core functions and advanced features, and by following best practices, users
can leverage its exactness and adaptability for a wide range of applications. The investment in learning to
operate the 33120A is well exceeded by the benefits it provides in terms of precision, efficiency, and overall
capability in electronic testing and design.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Can the 33120A generate arbitrary waveforms? A: No, the 33120A is primarily a basic function
generator. It doesn't have the capability to generate arbitrary waveforms like more advanced instruments.

2. Q: How do I calibrate the 33120A? A: The manual details the calibration method. It usually involves
using a precise benchmark signal source and adjusting internal settings accordingly.

3. Q: What kind of output connectors does the 33120A have? A: The 33120A typically has BNC
connectors for connecting to various test equipment.

4. Q: Is the 33120A still supported by Hewlett-Packard (now Keysight Technologies)? A: While
Keysight Technologies is the successor to Hewlett-Packard, direct support for the 33120A is likely restricted.
However, the manual and various online resources can still be helpful.
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