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Decoding the Grammar Guide: A Deep Diveinto " Grammatically
Correct" by Anne Stilman (1997 Har dcover)

For those embarking on their journey into the intricate world of English grammar, finding the perfect guide
can feel like searching for apin in apile. However, for many, Anne Stilman's 1997 hardcover edition of
"Grammatically Correct”" has proven to be that invaluable asset. This article delves into the nuances of this
respected grammar guide, exploring its advantages, weaknesses, and its continuing importance in today's
grammatical landscape.

The book's structure is remarkably lucid. Stilman eschews complicated theoretical discussions, opting instead
for a practical approach. Each section concentrates on a specific grammatical idea, constructing upon
previous understanding in aorderly fashion. This gradual technique makes the subject matter accessible to
novices while still providing sufficient depth for more skilled learners.

One of the book's most significant assets liesin its copious use of instances. Stilman expertly employs real-
world clauses to show grammatical guidelinesin action. These instances are not simply conceptual; they
reflect the typical usage of English, making the understanding process more natural. This emphasis on
practical application is essential for efficient grammar mastery.

The book also includes a extensive range of drills designed to reinforce knowledge. These drillsvary in
difficulty, appealing to various understanding approaches. The inclusion of answer keys allows learnersto
check their progress, fostering autonomy and confidence.

However, "Grammatically Correct” is not without its limitations. The 1997 edition, despite thorough,
obviously lacks the newest developments in linguistic theory. Some of the grammatical prescriptions might
be debated by modern linguists. Furthermore, the dearth of visual features might make it somewhat
interesting for some learners who enjoy a more active educational experience.

Despite these insignificant limitations, "Grammatically Correct” remains a useful tool for anyone seeking to
enhance their English grammar. Its lucid explanation, plentiful illustrations, and thorough drills make it an
outstanding choice for personal instruction. Its traditional approach might be specifically helpful for learners
who value a structured study procedure.

In conclusion, Anne Stilman's "Grammatically Correct" (1997 hardcover) stands as a testament to the power
of clear exposition and concentrated drill in mastering English grammar. While some shortcomings due to its
age, its core asset — its applied technique — remains highly pertinent today. It persists to serve as a dependable
companion for students and enthusiasts alike, launching on their linguistic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS):

1. Isthisbook suitable for complete beginners? Y es, the gradual technique makes it accessible to those
with little to no prior grammar knowledge.

2. Doesthe book cover all aspects of English grammar ? While extensive, it might not include every single
grammatical detail. It focuses on core concepts.



3. Arethere any online materialsthat support the book? While the book itself isindependent, online
grammar materials can provide further exercises and explanations.

4. How doesthis book compareto other grammar guides? Its merit liesin its clear explanation and
applied focus, differentiating it from more abstract approaches.
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